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tioned. When employed with the purpose of keeping together the edges of an 
incision, a piece of cambric or thin linen rag should be dipped in the solution, 
and placed along the line of incision, after the cut edges have been adjusted and 
carefully dried, perfect dryness of the skin being a necessary condition to the ad¬ 
hesion of the solution. From the rapidity with which the solution dries, and its 
perfect adhesive powers, collodion is likely to occupy an important place among 
the “adiuvantia” of surgical practice. 

The diseases of the skin in which Mr. Wilson has hitherto used the collodion 
with advantage are, chronic erythema of the face; intertrigo; chapped nipples 
and chapped hands; herpes labialis, prepulialis, and herpes zoster; lichen agrius; 
lupus non exedens and exedens; acne vulgaris; and several affections of the sebi- 
parous organs. In chronic erythema of the face, its contracting power was most 
usefully evinced, as it was also in lupus non exedens, and acne. 

In a troublesome case of chapped hands and fingers, resulting from chronic 
lichen agrius, the collodion acted not merely as a protective covering, but also 
promoted the healing of the cracks more quickly than the remedies Mr. W. has been 
in the habit of employing. In chapped nipples, it was even more efficient in its 
protective and curative action, and seemed, in the two instances in which he used 
it, to work a charm upon the painful skin. The gaping cracks were instantly 
drawn together and almost obliterated by the contracting power of the remedy, 
and were effectually shielded from the influence of moisture and the pressure of 
the gums of the infant, and all this, in consequence of the rapid evaporation of 
the ether, in an instant of time. In another point of view Mr. W. considers the 
remedy invaluable as an application to chapped nipples—namely, as being in 
nowise injurious to the infant, from offering nothing which can be removed by the 
lips during the act of sucking, and in this particular, therefore, possessing a vast 
superiority over the various forms of ointments, astringent lotions, &c. 

In four instances, it immediately put a slop to herpes labialis, and in a very 
severe attack, it showed itself to be a powerful and useful remedy. Small super¬ 
ficial ulcerations of the corona glandis and prepuce, caused by excoriation, were 
cured by a single application, and in a gentleman very susceptible of excoriation, 
it acted admirably as a prophylactic. From the success of the latter trial, Mr. W. is 
inclined to think that it might be usefully employed as a prophylactic, in cases of 
exposure to syphilitic contagion. 

When properly applied, the collodion enters all the crevices of the lines of mo¬ 
tion of the skin, and adheres so firmly as to require several washings for its re¬ 
moval. As it is usually prepared, it has the consistence of syrup, and in this state 
is best suited for those cases in which its adhesive properties are principally 
needed. Where, however, it is intended to be applied to the surface of an ulcer 
or abrasion, or to chaps of the skin, Mr. W. finds it convenient to dilute it with ether, 
and render it almost as limpid as water. 

In pursuing this subject, Mr. W. has made trial of a solution of gutta percha in 
chloroform, and also in benzole, but these solutions he has found very inferior to 
the collodion, for the purposes above named. 

33. Epilepsy cured by cauterization of the Sinciput. —Doctor Lebreton relates in 
the Gazette Medicals de Paris (30th Sept. 1848), a case of epilepsy of eight years’ 
duration in a person 21 years of age, cured by five or six applications at intervals, 
of the actual cautery to top of the head, along the sagittal suture. The cauterizing 
iron was two lines in diameter, and the whole thickness of the skin was im¬ 
plicated. 

34. Arsenic in Furunculus and Acne. —Dr. Schweich has prescribed arsenic 
with great success, in various cases of furunculus that have come under his care 
for some time past, and has found the cure very durable, and the use of the me¬ 
dicine, during which the ordinary diet may be continued, attended with no in¬ 
convenience. He begins with four drops of Fowler’s solution forenoon and after¬ 
noon, until a drachm has been taken, and then gives five drops until the second, and 
six drops until the third is attained, and so on. Acne simplex , in which the knotty 
pustular appearance of the eruption gives it the character of a miniature furuncle, 
and which is often so obstinate, and, when attacking the face of young people, 
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so annoying, yields as readily to the arsenic. The injurious effect of apei'ients 
in these affections leads to the supposition that the source of the dyscrasis is a 
specific irritation of the alimentary canal, which is only augmented bv the stimulus 
of purgatives, especially the saline. — lint, and For. Med.-Ch.ir. Rev., Oct. 1848, 
from Casper’s Wochenschrift , No. 6. 

35. On the Use of Stomachics in Dyspepsia. —Your heavy feeder’s safety lies in his 
dyspepsia: core this and you kill your patient. The man who takes five times 
too much nourishment into his stomach, would die at once, if the digestive system 
would convert it into five times too much blood. He that habitually overfeeds, 
suffers from a dyspepsia, which prevents more blood than is necessary being ela¬ 
borated, and is much more frequently the cause of a deficient supply. A certain 
quack medioine once obtained an extensive reputation for the cure of gout. The 
Duke of Portland, whom it had benefitted, bought the recipe for two thousand 
guineas, and made it public. Hence, it was long.known as the Portland powder. 
All who suffered from gout or dyspepsia, fortified their stomachs for the pleasures 
of the table with this medicine, and agreed that they never felt better or enjoyed 
themselves more. Somebody, however, at length discovered that no one lived 
long, after being cured by the Portland powder. All died in the course of two or 
three years, of apoplexy, or an attack of acute inflammation. The tonic action of 
the bitter ingredients of this medicine had enabled the digestive system to elaborate 
a larger supply of blood than was necessary, and the brittle vessels of the brain 
were burst by the distension to which they were subjected, whilst a predisposition 
to acute inflammation arose from a redundance of organizable material.— Prov. 
Med. and Surg. Journal, Oct. 1848. 

36. Belladonna in the Nocturnal Incontinence of Urine in Children. —M. Trousseau 
narrates the case of a girl, five years old, who, since her third year had been the 
victim of this obstinate complaint. No effort was neglected on the part of the 
parents to remove the habit; but all the means adopted—some of them sufficiently 
severe—were without effect. A pill, containing one centigramme of the powder 
and half a centigramme of the extract of belladonna, was ordered to be taken 
every night at bed-time. During the first week two nights were'passed without 
accidents; and from that time, with two or three exceptions, the complaint entirely 
disappeared. The treatment was resumed from time to time for nearly a year. 
This is only one of several cases occurring, as well in his own practice as in that 
of M. Bretonneau, in which Professor Trousseau has observed marked benefit 
from the use of this drug— L’Union Med., Oct. 14, 1848. 

In a more recent number (Oct. 21) of the same journal, Dr. Blache, physician 
to the Hopital des Enfans, records two very obstinate cases of nocturnal inconti¬ 
nence of urine occurring in individuals, one fifteen and the other eighteen years 
of age, where mercurial and sulphurous baths, refrigerant and astringent applica¬ 
tions, tonic and ferruginous medicines, tannin, ergot of rye, nux vomica, and all 
other means had failed. Ultimately belladonna was exhibited with complete suc¬ 
cess.— Monthly Retros., Dec. 1848. 

37. Local Application of Chloroform in Lumbago. By M. Moreau. —Three cases 

of this disease are detailed in which imrnediateYmd permanent relief was obtained 
by the application to the loins of a piece of lint on which some chloroform had 
been poured. Oiled silk ought to be laid above the lint, to prevent the evaporation 
of the chloroform. In a few minutes the patient complains of a burning heat in 
the part, which becomes red, and occasionally vesicles are formed; at the same 
time the rheumatic pain disappears. The author thinks that the cure cannot he 
attributed solely to the counter-irritation, as in one of the cases recorded sinapisms 
had been previously employed, without success. He supposes the chloroform to 
reach by imbibition the cutaneous and superficial muscular nerves, on which it 
exerts its anaesthetic power.— Monthly Retros., Dec. 1848, from L’Union Medicate. 
Oct. 21, 1848. ’ 

38. Local Application of Chloroform to a Pelvic Tumour. By M. Legroux. —Tn a 
case of pelvic tumour, where the patient suffered from severe pains of the inferior 



